
BEDINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 15
th
 May 2017 in the village hall. 

A draft summary of the minutes follows: 

 
 

Present:  Councillors are R Housley, A Dew, D Ferguson, S Fuller, and P List. 

 

1 Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

R Housley was thanked for his outstanding skills as chairman over the past year.  

R Housley was elected chairman. A Dew was elected as Vice-chairman.  

 

2 Code of Conduct and Standing Orders 

All the councillors agreed to adopt the Code of Conduct and Standing Orders for the coming year.  

 

3 Declarations of interest. 

R Housley declared an interest in Item 11, Finance, Newsletter. 

 

4 Minutes. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted as a comprehensive reflection of the meeting. 

They were then signed and dated. The work of the clerk has been appreciated throughout the year. 

 

5 Matters arising 

None 

 

6 Defibrillator 

A meeting with Community Heartbeat Trust was very informative and helpful. They recommend 2 

defibrillators as we are a spread village and suggested that funding may be available from England Big 

Lottery Fund. All costs for the first year could be included in the funding application. 

Community Heartbeat Trust offer a managed solution where they provide training, counselling and 

insurance. This option would run for a minimum of 4 years, max 10 years, while the defibrillator is 

under guarantee. A phone link would be set up to a group of about 10 volunteers so that they could be 

contacted to collect the defibrillator and attend the patient. The Parish Council would be responsible 

for electricity connection and replacement of batteries and pads estimated to cost approx £150 per 

year. It would take at least 4 months before the result of an application for funding is known. 

All agreed to go forward with the Lottery Application and then discuss details when the result is 

known. 

 

7 Highways 

The VAS is in place and is moved to a different site every 2 weeks. Good comments have been 

received. The signs on the VAS posts will swivel round to face the opposite direction when the VAS is 

on the same post. R Housley and S Jaques will move the VAS in the Village Hall area and P List and S 

Fuller are responsible for The Street. 

The VAS risk assessment was adopted. 

 

8 Telephone Kiosk 

Paint can be supplied through the Heartbeat Trust. D Ferguson is responsible for renovation. 

All councillors agreed to insure the kiosk for £1500. 

 

 



9 Correspondence 

Hall Road will be closed on 22 May to replace a telegraph pole. 

The High Suffolk Community Bus AGM is 18 May. 

 

10 Planning 

MSDC has granted permission for the changes to Pightle Cottage and Church Farm Cottage. 

 

11 Finance 

The Annual Governance Statement, previously circulated, was considered by the councillors and 

approved by all. This was then signed and dated. 

The accounts for 2106/17 were examined by the councillors. All the councillors were in favour that 

these should be signed as correct. They were then closed, signed and dated.  

 

R Housley explained that last year’s donation for the newsletter was adequate. 

R Housley declared an interest and left the room. 

 

All councillors agreed that a donation of £100 be made to support the printing of the newsletter.  

 

R Housley returned. 

 

All councillors agreed to pay CAS Insurance £11.22 to insure the VAS.  

Community Action Suffolk Subscription for 2017/28 is free. 

 

 

12 AOB  

The notice board in The Street is deteriorating and may soon need to be replaced. 

The AA sign at Yew Tree Farm is overgrown. 

Is it possible to have an electric wind for the Church clock and what would be the cost? 

Mr Entecott is willing to assist with winding the clock. 

 

13 NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be on Monday 17
th

 July 7:30pm 

 

Everyone was thanked for attending. 

 

 


