
A meeting of the Council was held on Monday 25
th

 July 2016 in the village hall. A draft summary of 

the minutes follows.  
 

Present:  Councillors R Housley, A Dew, D Ferguson, S Fuller, P List and 3 parishioners. 

 

Public Participation. 

There have been no problems or complaints regarding the footpaths. 

The ditch and pipe in Hall Road has still not been cleared. Cllr M Hicks will chase this problem but 

there is a huge backlog of highway issues. 

New toilets should be installed in the Village Hall at the end of July. 

A parishioner has written to MSDC planning regarding the expansion of Aspall Cyder. All the artic 

lorries pass through Bedingfield to go to the weighbridge in Kenton so if Aspall Cyder where to install 

there own weighbridge lorry traffic in the area would be reduced considerably. 

 

1 Everyone was welcomed to the meeting 

 

2 Apologies. None 

 

3 Declarations of interest. 

R Housley declared an interest in Item 9, Finance, Queen’s birthday celebration. 

 

4 Minutes. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted as a true record of the meeting. They were 

then signed and dated. 

 

5 Matters arising. None 

 

6 Highways. 

Cllr M Hicks told the council that it is impossible to change the position of the 30mph signs. Several 

areas have tried sometimes taking years with consultations but to no avail. Speeding is a police matter 

not highways. Suffolk police has more equipment to visit parishes for speed checks. A health and 

safety team have to be trained for moving the sign. There are several different types of VAS sign. Cllr 

M Hicks can fund the posts for a VAS sign but no funding can be approved a few weeks before an 

election.  

 

Much debate followed amongst the councillors. 

The VAS sign must be purchased from SCC min £2500. Some councillors were concerned that with 

only 2 positions suitable for a VAS sign only part of the village would benefit. Speeding was worse 

during the school run. Finally all the councillors agreed that all the facts should be included in a 

separate article in the Newsletter asking for parishioners views. 

 

7 Correspondence. 

Details have been received regarding Suffolk and Norfolk Devolution.  

Visit www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/news-archive/devolution-consultation-starts-today to make your views 

known by 23
rd

 August.  

Suffolk Police Safer Neighbourhood Team will try to attend the Parish Council AGM in future. 

 

8 Planning. None 

 

9 Finance 

All councillors agreed to pay MSDC for emptying the litter bin.  



 

R Housley declared an interest. 

 

The Queen’s 90
th
 birthday celebration went very well and the councillors wish to thank all those who 

helped to make the event so successful. All agreed to pay expenses of £259.30. 

 

 

10 MSDC report – Cllr Matthew Hicks 

MSDC offices are an ongoing concern with staff splitting their time between MSDC and Babergh. A 

business case is to be drawn up with the idea of putting back office staff in Endeavour House, Ipswich 

and outreach offices more locally. 

 

11 SCC report – Cllr Matthew Hicks 

Funding has been secured for a Heritage Archive Site in Ipswich to serve all Suffolk costing £10m. It 

will be called ‘The Hold’ and is important for tourism. 

Recycling centres run by SCC will now also be open 9-5pm Sunday’s and Bank Holidays April-

September, late night Thursday until 7pm and closed Wednesdays. Please check opening times at 

Brome as this is privately run.  

Deteriorating roads is a big issue. £10m is to be taken out of reserves for road resurfacing. 

Devolution for Norfolk and Suffolk would mean that the government would give money to the regions 

to try and bring things forward. e.g housing and joined up working of the NHS.  

 

 12 AOB - None 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be on Monday 13
th

 October 7:30pm 

 

 

 


